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Fukushima information delivered by staff of the

prefectural government to Fukushima origins in Los Angeles
By Shige Higashi, Editor of Cultural News

Five years after the tsunami and
nuclear power plant disasters in
Fukushima, Japan, numerous
recovery projects have been
proceeded. To bring the latest
information about Fukushima
to Fukushima origins overseas,
the Prefectural Government of
Fukushima dispatched its two
staff to Los Angeles from Nov.
17-19, and to Honolulu from
Nov. 20-22.

In Los Angeles, a public meeting under the theme of
“The Current Status and the Future of Fukushima” was
held by the prefectural government and the Fukushima
Kenjinkai (Fukushima Prefecture Association) of
Southern California at Holiday Inn Torrance in the
afternoon of Saturday, Nov. 19.

The meeting was attended by about 50 people
including non-members of the Fukushima Kenjinkai.

Mr. Satoshi Miura, Deputy Director of the Prefectural
Government’s International Affair Division, presented
a slideshow to explain about Fukushima’s local towns
as travel destinations, radiation free inspections of
agricultural products, decontamination reports in the
residential areas, and prospects of emerging medical
and robotic industries in Fukushima.

The notion of Fukushima has been totally distorted
after the nuclear power accident in March 2011. In
spite of the fact that Fukushima is the third largest
prefecture in area comparison in Japan, and near two
million people are living in the prefecture, Fukushima
is entirely misunderstood as a devastated area around
the nuclear power stations.

The whole Fukushima Prefecture consists of three

regions.

The evacuation zone affected by the nuclear accident
is only 5% of the entire prefectural land, and located
in Hamadori region, the east side of the prefecture.
Nakadori region, the central region of the prefecture,
was affected by fallout from the nuclear power station
accident in March 2011, but most of the residential
areas have been decontaminated as of November
2016.

Aizu region, the west side of the prefecture, was not
affected by the fallout at all. Historical Aizu region
includes famous Tsurugajo castle and is known as
agricultural lands.

Even after the radiation free inspection of agricultural
products has been established for years, 31 countries
including the U.S. still ban the importation of
agricultural products from Fukushima.

© Cultural News, Inc.
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40th ANNIVERSARY OF
AMERICA MIYAZAKI KENJINKAI

At Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum (RRPLM)
in Simi Valley, America Miyazaki Kenjinkai (AMK) held its
40th Anniversary event on Saturday, October 29, 2016. Event
was led by AMK President George Mori who is one of the
founders. The venue is significant for AMK by the 200 cherry
blossom trees donated by the efforts of past president Rocky
Mori, funded by the Association of the leaders of Miyazaki-ken
House of Assembly 16 years ago. Another 100 cherry blossom
trees were donated to the Simi Valley schools and parks.

The room featured second floor balcony. Entire row of balcony
was decorated with colorful semi-circled red-white-and-blue
bunting hung all along it. The screen above the stage streamed
the video showing the natural beauty of and the special produce
and products that make Miyazaki Ken famous. Beside the flags
of United States of America and California, the flags of Japan
and Miyazaki-ken were prominently displayed along with the
two Tanabata Kazari that feature the 3 Miyazaki ken mascots
Hii, Muu, and Kaa.

Guests were treated to tour of the RRPLM, highlight of which
is the Presidential jet: Air Force One and the cemetery of 40th
President Ronald Reagan and Mrs. Nancy Regan, and a block
of the Berlin Wall. The downslope hill back of the property is
covered with the donated cherry blossom trees overlooking City
of Simi Valley in the distance.

Kokura Taiko with its powerful, mesmerizing beats by the 7
drummers opened the ceremony.

Five dignitaries from Miyazaki government: Lieutenant

Governor Yoshinari Uchida, Miyazaki-ken Assembly Chairman

Toru Hoshihara, Miyazaki-ken Promotional Manager Naohiro
Komaki, Chief of Business Management Division Michitaka
Hamasuna, and Executive Secretary Fuminori Ueki were in
attendance. They brought gifts significant from Miyazaki ken:
Yuzu Peppers, “Nihon-No Hinata: Miyazaki-ken” (Sunshine
Zone of Nihon) lapel pins, stickers-sheets of the 3 dog mascots
Hii, Muu and Kaa, and plastic school paper holders for the
attendees. As significance for the occasion, Certificates of
Appreciation with gifts from Governor Shunji Kono of
Miyazaki-Ken for the leaders of AMK were presented by the
Lieutenant Governor Uchida.

Consul General of Japan at Los Angeles, Honorable Akira
Chiba, JETRO CED Keiichi Nishimoto, Lieutenant Governor
Yoshinari Uchida,
Hoshihara, Mayor of Simi Valley Bob Huber, Mayor Pro-Tem
of Simi Valley Keith Mashburn, President of JCC Kitty Sankey,
President of OCJAA Kimiko Fujita, VP of Nanka Kenjinkai
Kyogikai, Kazuhiko Nishimoto gave the many congratulatory

Miyazaki Assembly Chairman Toru

messages. AMK leaders thanked all the various organizations
and attendees for the gifts each brought.

The primary program master of ceremony was Miyuki Sohara,
documentary movie producer and director. The entertainment
was led by Rocky Mori. It featured 8 members of Chikurei-kai
in yukata, singing nostalgic Miyazaki Ken folk songs.

America Miyazaki Kenjinkai members look forward to its 50th

Anniversary.
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